Amendments to the Claims 



1 . (Currently Amended) A sens e of forc e impart i ng tvp eAn input device 
comprising: 

an outer casing having an opening; 

an operating lever having a fulcrum inside the outer casing and being 
pivotably supported; and 

detecting means for detecting an operating state of the operating 

levers 

an actuator for i mpart i ng an ext e rna l force to the operating l ovor; 

contro l m e ans for contro ll ing driv i ng of th e actuator bas e d on output 
s i gna l s suppli e d from the dotocting moans; and 

a mon i tor for disp l ay i ng var i ous m e nus and a curr e nt pos i tion of the 
op e rat i ng l e v e r, 

wherein the outer casing is provided with a plurality of key switches 
arranged thereon so as to surround the operating lever, and the key switches are 
subjected to a surface treatment that gives different surface touches from key to 
kev a ll ocat e d to a plura l ity of p ie c e s of e guipm e nt disp l ay e d as an e gu i pm e nt m e nu 
on th e mon i tor, so that a s e l e cting op e rat i on of equipm e nt from th e e qu i pment m e nu 
i s d e t e rmined by press i ng tho koy sw i tches . 

2. (Cancelled) 

3. (Currently Amended) A s e ns e of forc e imparting tvp eAn input device 
according to Claim 1 , wherein the operating forces required to operate the key 
switches differ from each other. 

4. (Currently Amended) An A s e ns e of forc e i mpart i ng typ e input device 
according to Claim 1, wherein operating strokes of the key switches differ from each 
other. 

5. (Currently Amended) An A s e ns e of forc e imparting type input device 
according to Claims 1, wherein the key switches are arranged into an annular shape. 
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6. (Currently Amended) An A oonso of forco i mparting type input device 
according Claims 1 , wherein the key switches are arranged into the shape of a 
square frame. 

7. (New) An input device according to Claim 1 , further comprising: 
an actuator for imparting an external force to the operating lever; 
control means for controlling driving of the actuator based on output 

signals supplied from the detecting means; and 

a monitor for displaying various menus and a current position of the 
operating lever, 

wherein the key switches are allocated to a plurality of pieces of 
equipment displayed as an equipment menu on the monitor, so that a selecting 
operation of equipment from the equipment menu is determined by pressing the key 
switches. 

8. (New) An input device according to Claim 1 , wherein surfaces of the 
key switches are provided with a mirror finish, a number of projections, fine 
irregularities formed by etching, and a number of lines formed by knurling. 
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